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About Barents EU Centre 
 
The EU Centre in Barents Region was founded 
on the basis of the EU Information Centre of 
Petrozavodsk State University in December 
2011. The Centre unites 5 leading universities 
of Barents Region of Russia, namely 
Petrozavodsk State University, Murmansk State 
Technical University, International Institute of 
Business Education, Syktyvkar State University, 
as well as North (Arctic) Federal University. 
 

Overall Objective: To improve overall 

awareness and knowledge among lecturers, students, officials, CSIs and general 
public in the Barents area of Russia on EU related issues (structure, policies, 
economy, law, the European integration, the EU-Russia relations, etc.).  

 
Main Activities: 

 Gathering, exchanging and spreading information on the EU; 
 Implementation of conferences and seminars; 
 Support of the research and educational cooperation on the study of the 

EU; 
 Creation of educational programmes, study courses on EU history, EU 

member-states; 
 Training of lecturers and staff members of organizations that cooperate 

with the EU; 
 Preparation of publications; 
 Assistance in the implementation of students’ and lecturers’ exchanges; 
 Provision of consulting services on the opportunities of academic mobility 

and project activity. 
  

Target groups: 
 Undergraduate, graduate and postgraduate students of the Barents area; 
 Lecturers of the Barents area; 
 Officials of regional and municipal administrations and civil society 

institutions of the Barents area dealing with the EU cooperation; 
 General public of the Barents area interested in information on the EU, the 

EU studies, research, education and project activities. 
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Training of BEAR universities lecturers 
 

In each partner university a group of 
lecturers is organized. Their teaching 
practice is expected to be connected 
with such EU related issues as law, 
history, economics, international 
relations and culture. The final aim of 
each member of the group is to 
improve their existing courses on the 
EU issues and develop a new course 
on the EU issues based on their new 
knowledge that they will get within 
the Centre activities. Thus the 
training programme is provided for 
them.   
Foreign language knowledge is a 

very important aspect of the educational process since Russian universities are 
actively engaged in the internationalization of education, which provides the 
possibility to make the Russian educational system and practices more compatible 
with European educational standards. 
Students are interested in being able 
to speak about EU issues in English 
and that is why they are interested to 
get this knowledge in English. 
Lecturers also need to be mobile and 
knowledge of the English language 
enables them to share their knowledge 
in English on a larger geographical 
territory. Thus the English language 
course is the first part of the training 
programme. 
It is provided by an English language 
trainer in each partner university, i.e. 
Petrozavodsk State University 
(PetrSU), International Institute of 
Business Education (IIBE), Murmansk 
State Technical University (MSTU), 
and Syktyvkar State University 
(SyktSU). The whole course is made up of 72 hours.  
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On 4 June 2012, lecturers of 
PetrSU that successfully 
completed the English 
language course were 
awarded language 
certificates. 
Lecturers of the Faculty of 
History, Law, Philology, 
Economics and Political and 
Social Sciences had an 
opportunity to repeat tenses 
and sequence of tenses in 
English, master their skills in 

academic writing, learn oral practice techniques and public speaking, improve their 
listening skills by listening to news and popular scientific programmes on BBC and 
CNN, familiarize themselves with orthoepic, lexical and grammatical norms of the 
English language and the way they are applied in the field of science, both in oral 
and written forms of communication.  
Lecturers will actively use their knowledge in future professional activity, as 
nowadays proficiency in foreign languages and the establishment of study courses 
in English plays an increasingly important role in the development of education. 
English language courses for lecturers of MSTU, participating in the project, began 
on 5 March 2012. 
Representatives of the Faculties of Humanities, Economics, Natural and Technical 
Sciences, as well as of the Faculty of World Economics and International Relations 
undergo 72-hour language training that will result in an open presentation of the pilot 
courses on the EU. The programme 
of the courses includes: 
- studying and improving use of 
complex grammar structures; 
- preparation of a self-presentation 
and academic resume; 
- designing slides and rules in 
structuring a presentation; 
- acquirement of the basics of public 
speaking; 
- analyzing lectures of professors 
from leading foreign universities; 
- getting to know the capabilities of applying information technologies in the learning 
process. 
By the end of the courses, they received Certificates of Completion. 
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In April, on the basis of the Institute of 
Additional Vocational Education, a 
professional development programme called 
‘Professional English for University Lecturers’ 
was organized at SyktSU.  
The training programme, in addition to 
mastering the basic skills of academic writing, 
speaking and public speaking in English, 
repetition of lexical and grammar rules, 
included the following topics: ‘Globalization. The role and place of the countries of 

the European Union in the processes of 
globalization’; ‘The role of the English 
language in global communication’; ‘The 
European Union. Qualification framework of 
the European Higher Education Area’; ‘Cross-
cultural differences in the countries of the 
European Union’. 
On 29 June 2012 lecturers received 
certificates on completion of the course.  

 

Polish language studies in Petrozavodsk 
State University 
 

On 27 March 2012 3rd year students of 
the Faculty of Philology had an unusual 
class of Polish language in 
Petrozavodsk State University. Marta 
Magdalena Stempovska, a visiting 
lecturer from Poland, conducted a quiz 
type class devoted to her native country. 
Students, using their knowledge of the 
language successfully answered all the 
tricky questions regarding sights and 

beauties of Polish cities, such as Warsaw, Wrocław, Posnan and Gdansk. 
Competitive spirit and the desire to win made students talk a lot, argue and carry on 
a conversation in a foreign language. 
Both the lecturer and students were pleased with the results of the class. 
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An open lecture ‘Russia and the European 
Union: Economic Integration’ in Syktyvkar 
State University 
 
On 7 May 2012 senior lecturer of SyktSU 
A.V. Seryakov conducted an open lecture 
‘Russia and the European Union: 
Economic Integration’ for students 
specializing in Economics. During the 
lecture students got familiar with the origin 
of the European Union, its management 
structure and the economic parameters of 
the operation of the EU as a supranational economic union. 
The biggest part of the lecture was devoted to issues of the development of 
economic relations between Russia and the European Union. Students got 
acquainted with economic structures, trade relations, volumes of export and import, 
regulation of currency relations by the European Central Bank and the Central Bank 
of Russia, cooperation in the fight against economic crimes, etc. Moreover, attention 
was paid to the state regulation in the fight with crises both in Russia and the EU. 
During the final part of the lecture students learned about treaties between the 
Russian Federation and countries of the European Union that promote deeper 
economic integration. They also learned about possibilities of further integration 
processes as a result of Russia’s entry into WTO.  
In all 30 people participated in the event.  
 

The EU experts in Petrozavodsk State 
University 
 

In May 2012, four EU expert lecturers 
presented their courses on EU issues to 
students at PetrSU. Each lecturer 
presented one course in English. The 
courses were a total of 36 hours, 18 hours 
of which were contact hours and 18 hours 
were devoted to the independent work of 
students. The lecturers conducted their 
courses on the Faculty of Economics, 
Law, Philology and Political and Social 
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Sciences since these faculties pay much attention to the EU studies. 
Interactive classes on the course of ‘International Business Negotiations’ were held 
at the Faculty of Economics of PetrSU by Gerard Cullen, lecturer from Dresden 

University of Technology 
(Germany), who visited 
PetrSU from 14 to 16 May 
2012. Students participated 
in training, practical 
situations and tests. At the 
end of the course 18 
students were granted 
international certificates 

confirming high and advanced levels of the English Language according to the Pan-
European classification. Gerard Cullen congratulated students and wished them 
further success in learning and improvement of the knowledge gained. Meeting of 
the Dean and lecturers from the Faculty of Economics with Gerard Cullen also took 
place. During the meeting international projects of PetrSU and Dresden and the 
future of the EU were discussed, peculiarities of the educational system and the 
pedagogical techniques of Russia, Germany, Ireland and other European countries, 
as well as their financial systems were also talked over.  
From 15 till 17 May 2012 Matteo Fumagalli, associate professor from Central 
European University (Hungary) 
presented a course of lectures on 
‘Energy Security. EU-Russia 
Relations’ at the Faculty of 
Political and Social Sciences.  
Mainly first and second year 
students majoring in International 
relations attended the lectures. 
Matteo Fumagalli’s lectures on 
the following topics: ‘Energy 
Security of the EU Countries’, 
‘Food Security of the Countries of 
Central Asia’, ‘EU-Russia: Perspectives on the  Development of the Relations’ were 
given particular attention.  During one of the lectures students were asked to divide 
into groups and prepare collective projects/presentations on the following topic: 
‘Europe through the eyes of Russia. Russia through the eyes of Europe’. Students 
worked on their projects with enthusiasm. The professor stressed the illustrative 
nature and the content of students’ presentations. During the very last lecture 
students took part in a ‘simulation game’. The main purpose of the game was to 
develop skills of making joint decisions in the course of possible negotiations 
between representatives of the European Union and the Russian Federation on 
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controversial issues. According to Matteo Fumagalli, students of the Faculty of 
Political and Social sciences, Chair of International relations, have a high level of 
cultural communication. They are well-prepared and keen on constant self-education 
and self-improvement. On 17 May 2012 as a result of the course of lectures 
presented by Matteo Fumagalli a meeting 
between him and lecturers of the Chair of 
international relations was organized. The 
meeting was held in an informal setting. 
During the course of the conversation, an 
exchange of opinions about lecturing on 
related courses (e.g.‘European Integration’ 
and ‘History of International Relations’) in 
PetrSU and Central European University 
took place. The visit of the expert from 
Central European University was interesting, vivid and memorable. 
From 14 till 16 May 2012 lectures on ‘Law of the European Economic Community’ 
were held in English at the Faculty of Law of PetrSU by Par Hallstrom, professor of 
University of Umea (Sweden). The course was devoted to the issues of legal 
regulation of Common Economic Space in the EU, as well as basic principles of 
economic cooperation in Europe, structure and functions of World Trade Association 
(WTO) and Russia’s accession to WTO. Members of the course were mostly 
second, third and fourth year students of the Faculty of Law, enrolled in the 
programme with the additional qualification of translator in the field of professional 
communication. The course has caused a positive reaction among students, and 
positive feedback concerning the level of preparation and level of knowledge of the 
students by the lecturer himself.  

On 14 May Par Hallstrom met with 
the teaching staff from the Faculty 
of Law. In the course of the 
meeting the experience of 
scientific and educational 
activities of two universities, 
higher educational reformation 
process and implementation of 
new educational standards in 
Russia and Sweden in connection 
with the implementation of the 
Bologna Process were discussed.  

Dean of the Faculty of Law, Doctor of Juridical Science, professor Chernov Sergey 
Nikolaevich wished success in lecturing and scientific work to professor Hallstrom 
and expressed readiness to continue cooperation with the Faculty of Law of Umea 
University.  
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From 14 till 17 May Katalin Kroo, professor at the biggest Department of Russian 
Linguistics and Literature in Hungary at University of Lorand Eötvös, visited the 
Faculty of Philology of PetrSU. Kroo is in charge of the Department of Russian 
Linguistics and Literature, head of the PhD Programme ‘Russian Literature and 
Literary Studies’, and vice-president of the International Community of Dostoevsky. 
Lecturers and students of different specialties had a unique opportunity to listen to 
the author’s course ‘Dialogue of Cultures in the Literary Text – Poetics of 
Intertextuality’. 

Katalin Kroo is one of 
the leading European 
and world scholars of 
the works by 
Dostoevsky, and an 
author of many books 
on 19th century Russian 
Literature. In addition, 
she is a wonderful 
lecturer, who is able to 
interest and even 

intrigue the auditory.  
Meeting with the dean and lecturers of the Faculty of Philology also took place at the 
Faculty. Issues of contemporary humanitarian education and integration of the 
system of humanitarian education of Russia with the EU model were discussed. 
Kroo enjoyed Petrozavodsk State University, its library (especially the stock of rare 
books) and the city itself.  
These courses are a good way for students to gain knowledge in accordance with 
the EU’s best practices and to familiarize themselves with European pedagogical 
technology. The last aspect is also of lecturers’ interest. Interaction of the EU and 
Russian lecturers is a good opportunity to share teaching experience and knowledge 
and make conclusions on the best practices. The EU experts are able to learn from 
Russian experience and to learn our best methods and the Russian lecturers are 
able to adopt the EU’s best teaching practices.  
Inviting European lecturers is an important means of improving the education 
process and pedagogical technologies and it is always useful and interesting for 
students. They can get knowledge from the European expert and get to know the 
features of the educational process in Europe as well. It is also a language practice. 
Thus PetrSU hopes that such visits of the EU lecturers will become a tradition and a 
part of a long and fruitful cooperation between European universities and PetrSU.  
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Course on “The Theories of the European 
Integration” in Petrozavodsk State 
University 

On 28 May 2012 the course 
‘Theories of European 
Integration’ was completed.  
The course started on the 
23rd of September 2011 
within the project ‘Open 
module on European 
Integration’ implemented with 
the financial support of the 

‘LLP programme’ of the European Union.  
During the course students could gain knowledge of classic and modern theories of 
European integration. The course lasts 108 hours, of which 58 are classroom hours. 
It was an open course hence the group consisted of Bachelor and Master’s students 
of PetrSU. Participants from outside the university were also present. 
The course was taught in English so that students had an opportunity to practice and 
improve their knowledge of the language. As a result, 52 certificates on completion 
of the course were distributed. The course received positive feedback. Participants 
believe that the establishment of this kind of course taught in English contributes to 
the development of education and improvement of its quality in PetrSU. 
 

The EU Research Club 
 

The Club is the platform for 
development of the EU research. It 
is established for all people who are 
interested in the development of 
research activities on the EU and 
who want to gain new knowledge 
and exchange opinions with 
specialists, experts, researchers and 
just interested people.  It 
presupposes regular meetings about 
topical issues of the EU in such 

forms as round-table discussions, presentations, lectures, seminars, etc. The club is 
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oriented, first of all, on graduate and postgraduate students who develop research 
on the EU issues, but it is open for all representatives of the general public. It 
provides the possibility to get consultations of lecturers and experts, to discuss 
scientific topics, urgent news and the issues of the EU and to communicate with 
each other. It assures scientific, professional and personal development of the EU 
Research Club participants. The club will develop the EU research in the Barents 
area of Russia and provide its profound, interdisciplinary and multi-approach nature.  
On 19 April 2012 the first meeting of the EU Research Club took place. The first 
meeting was held as a round table on the following topic: ‘Crisis in the EU: a view 

from the outside’. Students and 
lecturers from the Faculties of 
Philology, Law, History, Economics, 
Political and Social Sciences, as 
well as the staff of the Directorate for 
international cooperation 
participated in the roundtable. 
Lyudmila Kulikovskaya, head of the 
Directorate and director of the 
project, Anastasia Kuznetsova, head 
of the EU Information Centre and 

project coordinator, and Yury Kilin, head of the Chair of General History were 
moderators of the meeting.    
Within the course of the round table the following questions were covered: the 
character and reasons of the crisis; definition of the field, where the crisis started; 
interests and goals of the EU member states; future of the EU and Russia’s position 
on the current situation in the EU. The discussion was held in a form of a debate and 
the participants actively exchanged opinions. 
The latter could not only share their opinions, but also gain some new knowledge on 
the European Union. As a result, the participants expressed their desire to continue 
working within the Club.  
From 27 till 30 June 2012 meetings of the EU Research Club also took place in 
PetrSU. These meetings were 
organized as a roundtable 
devoted to the topic ‘Life of the 
Youth in the EU’. PetrSU 
students, employees of the 
Directorate for International 
Cooperation, and students 
from Great Britain participated 
in the event.  
This format allowed not only to 
discuss views on the issues of 
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education and social life, interests, current problems, perspectives of the youth in the 
EU, but also to get information directly from the EU citizens. Participants compared 
situations in the EU and Russia and revealed similarities and differences. 
On the whole Russian and foreign students were interested to share life 
experiences, they also learned a lot of new facts and established friendly contacts.  
 

Schoolchildren and the EU research 
 

In February 2012 Petrozavodsk State 
University announced the beginning of the 
municipal contest among school children 
“Become a Young EU Researcher”. All 
interested pupils were to send their report 
abstracts in English on any topic concerning 
EU.   
Ekaterina Pavlenko and Marina Nikitina, 
pupils of the 10th grade ‘A’ of the school № 43 

with the in-depth study of foreign languages and subjects of artistic and aesthetic 
cycle won the competition. On 26 March 2012 they presented their report on the 
topic «The legal basis of the EU-Russia relations» at the scientific conference of 
students and young researches of PetrSU. Extracts of their report will be published 
in the ‘Materials of Scientific Conference of Students and Young Scientists of 
PetrSU’ compilation. Ekaterina and Marina were awarded honorary diplomas, and 
enjoyed participating in the competition and conference. They have assured us that 
they will continue participating in such events as they find them very interesting, 
beneficial and important for their future studies. 
In April 2012 International Institute of 
Business Education conducted a contest 
among senior pupils of schools of 
Murmansk, Monchegorsk, Olenegorsk 
and Severomorsk. The contest was 
conducted in the form of online quiz in 
National Studies in English. The 
participants had to submit their answers 
before the 20th of April, and on the 23rd of 
April 10 winners were announced. The 
commission highly marked the work of the youngest participant of the contest 
Anastasia Afanasjeva, the pupil of the 5th grade of the secondary school № 5 of 
Murmansk. For the depth of knowledge of history and culture of the EU Nastya was 
awarded with the Diploma of the First Degree and a memorable gift. 
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Schoolchildren in the Barents EU Centre 
 
On 17 April 2012 pupils from gymnasium № 
17, secondary schools in Kalevala and 
Suomussalmi (Finland) visited the PetrSU 
Directorate for International Cooperation. 
Students learned new facts about international 
links of the university, its foreign partners, 
activities of the EU Information centre, the 
Canadian studies centre, the department of 
international projects and educational 
programmes. They also found out about grants and competitions that PetrSU is 
involved into. 
Additionally, pupils got acquainted with the activities of the newly established 
Barents EU Centre and its possibilities that they can use now and in the future. 
 

Photo exhibition “Euro-2012” in 
Petrozavodsk State University 
 

A photo exhibition “Euro-2012” granted by the 
Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in 
Saint-Petersburg opened in PetrSU in March. 
The exhibition included 24 vivid works of 
professional Polish photographers, where one 
can see spectacular historical sites and athletic 
facilities of four Polish cities, namely Warsaw, 
Wroclaw, Posnan and Gdansk, where a 
football competition took place in 2012. 

Anyone interested could have a glance at the photo exhibition in the foyer of the 
second floor of PetrSU main campus till the end of March. 
 

Polish Films Week in Petrozavodsk State 
University 
 
From 26 till 29 March 2012 this event took place in Karelia for the first time, yet the 
organizers of the festival hope that it will become a tradition in the future. 
‘Four days – four movies’ was an idiomatic motto of the festival. The four latest 
works of four Polish directors were presented during the week. 
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On Monday everyone watched a family comedy-
drama about hard life of a Polish lecturer Adas 
Miauczyński (directed by Marek Koterski). On 
Tuesday the thriller movie ‘Reverse’ was shown 
(director - Borys Lankosz). On Wednesday 
another comedy-drama movie called ‘All What I 
Love’ directed by Jacek Borcuch was presented 
to the public. And at the end of the festival a 
joint Polish, German, French and Spanish 
project called ‘Carnage’ (directed by Roman Polanski) was shown to the audience. 
 

International Summer School in Karelia 
 
An International Summer School ‘Factor 
of Water Resources in the North of 
Europe’ took place in Petrozavodsk 
State University from 14 till 17 May 
2012. 
More than 40 people took part in the 
School, among them participants from 
Petrozavodsk, Saint-Petersburg, 
Finland, Estonia, Canada and Hungary.  
The School was devoted to the following 
topics: the strategic importance of water, cooperation in the field of water resources, 
management of water resources in Northern Europe, sustainable development of 
cross-border resources and continental and marine foreign policy. 
The programme of the School included two main forms of work: lectures and 
discussion in working groups. Students and lecturers discussed issues on the topic 

of the day and those issues interesting 
for participants within working groups. 
This type of work allowed participants 
consider important issues within 
different approaches and share 
opinions freely.  
On 17 May participants of the School 
had an opportunity to visit Karelian 
Research Centre of Russian Academy 
of Sciences, where they took part in a 
roundtable together with the 

representatives of Institute of Water Problems of the North.  
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Participants shared their impressions about the School during the closing ceremony. 
As a result, the School was considered to be successful. References of participants - 
students and invited experts - can be seen as positive. Participants actively shared 
their opinions about the fruitful experience of conducting an annual summer school 
and general use of such events. Participants confirmed their desire to prolong 
cooperation on the organization of the summer school in the future.  
 

The EU Days 
 

Each year the EU Days are 
organized in Petrozavodsk, 
Murmansk, Arkhangelsk and 
Syktyvkar. This activity is 
devoted to provide the general 
public with information on 
various EU related topics. It 
increases and improves 
awareness of the general public 
and stimulates and satisfies 
their interests.  
In Petrozavodsk, ‘The EU Days’ 

international seminar ‘Ecological Security of Water Areas in the Northern Europe’ 
took place on 18 May 2012.  
Representatives of  the Directorate for Rosprirodnadzor on the Republic of Karelia, 
Saint-Petersburg State University, University of Helsinki, University of Toronto, 
Karelian Scientific Centre of RAS, Karelian Association of Greens, Kola Ecological 
Centre, Karelian Society for the 
Defense of Animals and other social 
and research organizations participated 
in the seminar. Students and 
postgraduate students of PetrSU and 
the Institute of Water Problems of the 
North KarRC RAN also took part in the 
seminar.  
Victor Vasiljev, President of PetrSU, 
welcomed the participants of the 
seminar. ‘The project is a logical 
prolongation of projects that were 
conducted by PetrSU in the past 20-25 
years, especially in cooperation with our colleagues – scientists from Finland. Due to 
these projects PetrSU has become a well-known university in the Northern Europe’, 
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- stressed Victor Nikolaevich. 
He wished success and 
productive discussions to the 
participants of the seminar.  
Lyudmila Kulikovskaya, director 
of the project and head of the 
Directorate for International 
Cooperation opened the 
seminar. ‘Today’s seminar is 
conducted within the framework 
of the ‘Establishing of the EU 
Centre in the Barents Region of 
Russia’ project. This project is 

supported by the European Commission. Such centres have already been 
established in 6 Russian universities: Immanuel Kant Baltic Federal University, 
Kazan Federal University, Southern Federal University, Tomsk State University, 
European University at Saint-Petersburg and Petrozavodsk State University’, said 
Lyudmila. The project will last for 3 years, until 2014. The aim of the project is to 
raise awareness and knowledge of different categories of citizens of the Barents 
Region about the EU matters, such as its politics, economics, law, issues of 
European integration, and the EU- Russia relations. 
Lyudmila mentioned that the theme of the seminar was significant and topical and 
wished successful and fruitful work and interesting exchange of opinions to the 
participants. During the seminar the reports on the following topics were presented: 
‘Federal state control for usage and protection of water objects on the territory of the 
Republic of Karelia’, ‘The problems of application of large hydraulic structures on the 
cross-border water objects by the example of Narvskaya water power station’, ‘The 
features of Karelian water ecosystems’, ‘Catchments areas and water ecosystems of 
urban and adjacent territories: problems and solutions”, ‘Ecological problems of 
water bodies of Arctic seas basins’, ‘The influence of climate changes on water 
objects. The issues of adoption to climate changes’, ‘Man-made and natural 
changes of lakes - the issue of 
invaders’, ‘Continental and 
naval foreign policies’ and 
‘Water governance and law in 
the North’. 
Therefore problems of 
ecological security of water 
areas in Northern Europe were 
considered from the point of 
view of various approaches and 
according to the examples of 
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various parts of the region. 
Within the framework of the roundtable both experts and students discussed 
possible solutions to existing problems. Practical measures were claimed to be 
highly important. The participation of researchers and civil society institutions in 
discussing budget, cooperation and establishment of mutual platform for 
communication and exchange of information and results of conducted research, 
detailed research of current situation in the area of modern water intake structure 
and establishment of additional points of delivery of drinking water are very 
significant. The seminar served as a foundation for establishment of links between 
social, research and state organizations.   
In May and June ‘The EU Days” were organized in Syktyvkar. 
The format of the Presidential programme includes workshops and roundtables 
devoted to familiarization with the EU enterprises that present a potential basis for 
organization of internships for the graduates of the Programme. On 25 May 2012 
one of such roundtables was held in SyktSU within the framework of ‘The EU Days’ 
organized in Syktyvkar. 
The welcome speech was delivered by the Rector of SyktSU, Zadorozhny V. N. He 
introduced the project ‘Establishing the EU Centre in the Barents Region of Russia’ 
to the participants, and announced its main objectives and action plan. 
The round table was attended by: 

 Glubokaya S.E, Head of the Department for Forecasting and 
Development of Human Potential of the Economics of Ministry of 
Economic Development of the Republic of Komi. She familiarized 
graduates with new projects of the EU member states – partners 
of the Programme on the part of organization of international 
internships for graduates; 

 Belyaev D.A, Deputy Minister for Education of the Republic of Komi. He 
set objectives for  the graduates of the Programme and potential 
trainees to study the experience of the EU member states;  

 Novikov M.Yu., the President of the Association of Participants of 
Presidential Programme in the Republic of Komi. He shared 
positive experience of the graduate internships held in the EU 
countries within the framework of the Programme.  

In all 55 people (students of the Presidential programme, its graduates, lecturers of 
SyktSU, representatives of the Ministry of Economic Development of the Republic of 
Komi) participated in the event.  
On 7 June on the basis of SyktSU Summer English Camp, a quiz on the EU matters 
was organized for students of educational institutions of Syktyvkar. The quiz was 
entitled as follows ‘European Union: history and contemporary trends of 
development’. 
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Students of the Chair of 
Linguistics and Intercultural 
Communication of SyktSU under 
the leadership of senior lecturer of 
the Chair E.A. Danilova created 
tasks for the quiz. 
School children of the 8 – 10th 
grades from educational 
institutions of Syktyvkar took part 
in the quiz. They presented 
National Gymnasium of Komi, 

Gymnasium of the Arts, Gymnasium № 1, Ezhvinsky Lyceum № 1, schools № 22, 
26, 18, 24. 
The quiz started with the welcoming speech presented by Irina Valerjevna Zimina, 
vice-rector on development and vocational education of SyktSU. Then students 
of the Institute of Humanities of SyktSU showed their presentation on the European 
Union. The presentation covered general information on the European Union and 
the origin of the EU. Pupils also got familiar with the symbols of the EU, its 
institutions and current activities.  
The quiz on the EU began right after the presentation. Pupils had to give a full 
answer to questions asked. Participants of the quiz received stars for each right 
answer (as one of the EU symbols). Winners of the quiz were determined according 
to the amount of stars received. As a result, three people received equal amount of 
stars. As a result the finalists had to make a short presentation on the EU within the 
framework of the quiz and other participants determined winners by voting. 
Thus the first, the second, and third places were distributed among Anna 
Sharafutdinova (Gymnasium № 1, 8th grade) and Anna Sedova (school № 24) 
accordingly. All participants of the quiz received diplomas. Winners got prizes and 
souvenirs with the logo of SyktSU.  
Youth roundtable on the issues of management in commercial enterprises of Russia 
and the EU continued with ‘The EU Days’. SyktSU students conducting research on 
the topic of European management were invited to take part in the event.  
During the roundtable differences in corporate management, standards of financial 
accounting and accounting, structures of management of enterprises in matters of 
quality and staff management in Russia and the EU were taken into consideration. 
Students under the guidance of moderator A.V. Seryakov discussed advantages and 
disadvantages of management systems in different countries and made an attempt 
to analyze possibilities of using European management practices in Russia and 
Russian management practices in the European Union. In all 18 participants took 
part in the roundtable. 
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From 28 till 30 May 2012 ‘The EU 
Days’ were conducted in Murmansk.  
‘The EU Days’ started in Murmansk 
with a roundtable on the topic ‘Youth 
Politics of Russia and EU:  trends 
and international practices’. 
The roundtable was opened by 
Moiseenko Elena Alekseevna - 
manager of the project ‘Establishing 
of the EU Centre in the Barents 
Region of Russia’ in Murmansk State 

Technical University. Elena mentioned the main objectives of the project and events 
planned. Representatives of Murmansk Department of the Consulate General of 
Finland in Saint-Petersburg, Directorate for International Cooperation of the 
Government of Murmansk Region, Committee on social support and cooperation 
with public organizations and youth affairs of the city of Murmansk, Murmansk 
regional public foundation ‘House of the Youth’, Murmansk regional public 
organization ‘Twin Cities Murmansk – Groningen’, Office for Promotion of Youth 
Cooperation in the Barents Region, Murmansk State Student Council within the 
administration of the city of Murmansk, Youth Government of the Murmansk region, 
IYPO ‘Humanistic Youth Movement’ and other public organizations participated in 
the roundtable. 
Professors and lecturers, students and postgraduate students of Murmansk State 
Technical University (MSTU), Murmansk State Humanitarian University (MSHU) and 
International Institute of Business Education (IIBE) also took part in the seminar.   
Alexander Mikhailovich Ershov, rector of MSTU, greeted the participants of the 
roundtable. Reports on the following topics were presented at the seminar: ‘Global 
Trend of the Development  of the Youth politics on the Example of the EU countries’, 
‘Implementation of the Youth Politics in Murmansk’, ‘Youth Politics as a Response to 
the Challenges and Risks of the Era in Context of Regional Identity’, ‘Youth Politics 
of the Northern 
Countries’, ‘European 
Russian Youth Forum 
2012’, ‘EU and Russia: 
Current Trends in the 
Dialogue’,  ‘Alternative 
Youth Politics on the 
example of ‘House of 
the Youth Mister Pink’, 
‘International Movement 
‘THINK Mental Fashion’: Proper Channels of Communication as a Key to Success’, 
‘Organization of Interaction of Students of Murmansk’. 
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During the roundtable experts and students discussed possible ways of solving the 
existing problems concerning not only youth, but all the population of European 
countries and Russia and the importance of taking practical measures and a 
comprehensive approach in addressing issues of the youth policy. Students of three 
leading universities MSTU, MSHU, IIBE, as well as the representatives of youth 
associations took active part in discussion and proved their points of view 
argumentatively.  
Some particularly urgent problems, the society is dealing with now, caused hot 
debates on the following issues: immigration politics and interaction of Western and 
Eastern cultures, family status as a social institute at the beginning of the ХХI 
century, attitude towards the authorities and public bodies in contemporary Russia.  
At the end of the roundtable guests took part in a master class by Irish dance school 
‘Shiamsa’, and learned movements that are typical of this dancing tradition. 
Moreover, guests had a chance to view a presentation about the history of the Irish 
dance.  
29 May was the second day of ‘The EU Days’ festival. Students and citizens of 
Murmansk got acquainted with phonation of many words and expressions in 
different European languages by attending ‘The Knowledge Day: My First European 
Language Class’. It was organized by MSTU with the aid of the ‘Logos’, an 
educational institution of further education. Participants of open lessons had an 
opportunity to familiarize themselves 
with cultural particularities of England, 
Germany, France and Finland. Many 
participants attended the meeting of 
the English Language Club and it is 
obvious, as English is one of the widely 
spread languages. Participants found 
out many interesting facts about other 
languages. 
On 30 May in the ‘Park Inn Polyarnie 
Zory’ hotel, the presentational 
conference ‘Journey around the EU 
Countries: Such Close and Faraway Countries of Europe’ took place. Fifteen 
students from MSTU, MSHU, IIBE told members of the jury and organizers of the 
conference about Greece, Great Britain, Germany, Spain, Poland, Bulgaria, France, 
Finland, the Netherlands, Ireland and other member states of the European Union. 
Participants tried to cover the most relevant and interesting issues of history, culture, 
political and economic life of the presented countries and made their performances 
exciting, memorable and colourful.   
Maya Nikolaevna Chechurina, dean of the Faculty of World Economics and 
International Relations of MSTU, opened the conference. Maya Nikolaevna 
mentioned that such events help young people to learn more about the closest 
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neighbours of Russia and our European partners and wished good luck to the 
participants.  

Students’ presentations included bright 
photographs, video, music, national 
costumes and dishes of European cuisine. 
The audience saw hot Spanish beaches, 
ancient castles and quiet streets of the 
Mediterranean, green hills of Ireland and 
much more. Everyone remembered the 
national Irish costume and the original 
Greek chiton. Members of the jury were the 
luckiest as they tried the Greek dessert and 

ate ‘Kinder Surprise’ chocolate eggs (which apparently are produced in Italy). 
Furthermore, members of the jury took their job seriously and addressed many tricky 
questions to the participants. Members of the jury were familiar with European 
culture: Evgeniy Berg, Head of the ‘Total Exploration and Development’ company in 
Murmansk, Larisa Vagina, leader of the regional public organization ‘Twin Cities: 
Murmansk - Groningen’, Anna Pasik, deputy director of NEIFE ‘Logos’, Kristina 
Brevnova, deputy director of the head of the Department of International 
Cooperation of MSTU. According to them, it was very difficult to determine three 
winners, as each presentation was unique and interesting. At the end of the meeting 
the results were distributed as follows: 1 prize – Uspenskaya Daria, 4th year student 
of the Faculty of World Economics and International Relations of MSTU 
(presentation on Ireland); 2nd prize – Sidorina Natalia, 3rd year student of the Faculty 
of World Economics and International 
Relations of MSTU (presentation on 
Denmark); 3rd prize – Khokhlov Alexander, 
2nd year student of the Faculty of Law of 
IIBE (presentation on Finland).  
The winners received certificates for a free 
course of any European language from the 
NEIFE ‘Logos’. Moreover, the jury picked 
three more participants, who received 
additional prizes for their unusual and 
memorable performances: Zhuk Yulia (4th year student of the Faculty of World 
Economics and IR of MSTU, presentation on Greece). Kirichenko Yulia (4th year 
student of the Faculty of History and Social Sciences of MSTU, presentation on 
France), Zimina Marina (2nd year student of the Faculty of Law of IIBE, presentation 
on Sweden).  
From 28 till 30 May 2012 ‘The EU Days’ also took place in Arkhangelsk. 
On 28 May an opening ceremony of ‘The EU Days’ began in a conference hall of the 
‘Capital of Pomor’ hotel. Andrey Olegovich Podoplekin, Head of the Directorate for 
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International Cooperation of NArFU, PhD in History, and Yury Fedorovich Lukin, 
Director of the Institute of Management and Regionology (IMR) of Northern Arctic 
Federal University (NArFU), Doctor of History, professor, welcomed the participants. 
The ‘EU Model: economics, politics as a field of mutual relations among the EU 
countries’ roleplay (similar to the ‘Model of the UN’) was also held there in a mini-
summit format, created by the CAP employees particularly for this very event. The 
meeting was held in a form of a roundtable accompanied by a lively discussion and 
modeling of the situation of the current EU crisis (aftermath in the Socio-Economic 
Union and political and diplomatic sector of the EU). The problem of location and 
cooperation among the biggest EU countries and Greece was submitted for the 
discussion. Second, third and fourth year students of IMR of NArFU and Institute of 
Social, Humanitarian and Political Sciences (ISHPS), as well as lecturers and 
professors of IMR of NArFU и ISHPS participated in the rolepay. A resolution and a 
list of Euro zone management proposals were submitted as a result of the ‘EU 
Model’. In all, 48 people participated in the event. 
On 29 May Andrey Victorovich Repnevskiy, professor, Doctor of History, Director of 
the Institute of Social, Humanitarian and Political Sciences, presented an open 
lecture about the EU in the Institute of Management and Regionology. A. 
Repnevskiy spoke to third year students  
of IMR of NArFU about the history of the European Union (history, population, 
culture, religion of the EU countries). In the second part of the lecture Saburov A.A., 
expert from the Directorate for International Cooperation, familiarized students with 
international youth projects, innovative educational programmes for youth, 
international opportunities of NArFU and responded to questions from the audience. 
In all 58 people were present. 
On 30 May a podium discussion ‘Tourism as a sphere of the cultural relations 
among the EU countries’ took place in the main 
building of NArFU. The discussion was held within 
the framework of the closing ceremony of the ‘EU 
Days’. Nesterenko Maria Yurjevna, Head of the 
‘Arctic Partnerships’ Centre presented the report on 
the ‘Establishing the EU Centre in the Barents 
region of Russia’ project to the audience. A new 
introductory lecture on the topic of the discussion, 
namely ‘Tourism as a field of cultural relations 
among the EU countries’, was presented to the 
audience by Solovyova Anna Nikolaevna, Doctor of 
Philosophy, professor, leading researcher of the 
‘Arctic Partnerships’ Centre.  
Kalinin Alexey Genrichovich, Head of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and State Protocol of 
the Governor's Administration of the Arkhangelsk 
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region spoke about international projects. 
Consultation of experts from the Delegation of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in 
Arkhangelsk (Kochegarov Alexandr Sergeevich – third secretary of the Delegation of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Arkhangelsk, Sapozhnikova Galina Sergeevna- 
expert on visa-issues in Delegation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Arkhangelsk) 
were held within the framework of the ‘EU Days’. Kochegarov A.A. and 
Sapozhnikova G.S. responded to the questions from the audience on the issues 
concerning ‘entry and exit rules” in the Schengen zone, how the MFA system 
operates, safety of private information, as well as about bureaucracy and corruption.  
All the participants were welcome to take part in the dialogue. 
In all 75 people were present. 
All the planned activities within the ‘EU Days’ in Arkhangelsk: roleplay summit the 
‘EU Model’, an open lecture, podium discussion, had a wide range of directions of 
educational, consultative and informative character. 
In all 200 people participated in ‘The EU Days’ events in Arkhangelsk. 

The Barents EU Centre Open Days  

From 18 till 22 June 2012 the Open 
Days were held in the Barents EU 
Centre. 
During these days visitors saw the 
presentation on the project and the 
Centre and got familiar with the goals 
and objectives of the Centre and its 
main activities and the events that 
were held and will be held in the 
future.  
Moreover, within the framework of the Open Days thematic lectures were provided 
on such topics as ‘What is the European Union?’, ‘History of the European Union’, 
‘Educational Opportunities in the EU’, ‘Possibilities of Project Activity on the EU 
Programmes’, ‘Class of the English Language as One of the EU Languages’. 
After the lectures, the roundtable discussions were held on a subject of the day. 
Visitors could ask questions about the topic of the day as well as other issues not 
related to the topic. Participants expressed their positive impressions regarding the 
establishment of the Barents EU Centre in PetrSU and conduction of its open days. 
They received information on the services provided by the Centre and those 
possibilities that they can use themselves, as well as discussed and shared opinions 
on the significant matters that are necessary for knowledge of the EU. 
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Meeting of BEUC partners 

 
On 22 June2012 a meeting of partners of the 
project ‘Establishing the EU Centre in the 
Barents Region of Russia’, implemented with 
the financial support of the EU, was 
conducted. Head of the Presidential 
Management Training Programme in 
Syktyvkar StateUniversity, Zimina Irina 
Valerjevna visited PetrSU. PetrSU was 
presented by project coordinator, Head of 
the EU Information Centre Kuznetsova A.A., 

financial manager of the project, Deputy Head of the Department of International 
Projects and Educational Programmes, Orlova M.V. Deputy Head of the Directorate 
for International Cooperation, Kravchenkova N.V. and Head of the Department of 
International Projects and Educational Programmes, Parikhina G.G. also 
participated in the meeting. 
During the meeting the results of the implementation of the project and details of 
conducting further events and financial projects were discussed. Colleagues 
exchanged experience and recommendations concerning further successful work 
within the project. In general, both parties expressed their positive opinion regarding 
the course of implementation of the project and pointed out mutual interest and 
efficiency of close collaboration. 
 

Cooperation between the EU Centres in 
Russia 
 
On 22-23 March 2012 Head of the 
Directorate for International Cooperation, 
director of the project, Lyudmila 
Kulikovskaya and Head of the EU 
Information Centre, coordinator of the 
project, Anastasia Kuznetsova took part in 
the workshop meeting of the EU Centres in 
Kazan within the framework of “Days of 
Europe”. 
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Lyudmila Kulikovskaya presented the 
EU Centre in the Barents Region of 
Russia (BEUC). During the course of 
the meeting representatives of six EU 
Centres that operate in Russia (EU 
Centres were established in the Baltic 
State Federal University (Kaliningrad), 
Kazan Federal University (Kazan), 
South Federal University (Rostov on 
Don), National Research Tomsk State 
University (Tomsk), Petrozavodsk 
State University (Petrozavodsk), European University (Saint-Petersburg) discussed 
general problems and their solutions, exchanged opinions and shared their 
experience, as well as planned joint activities in order to achieve goals and 
objectives of the project. 
____________________ 

On 23 March 2012 Head of the EU Information Centre of PetrSU, coordinator of the 
project, Anastasia Kuznetsova conducted negotiations with Head of the EU 
Information Centre of Kazan Federal University Lilia Ilikova. During the course of 
negotiations the parties discussed possible ways of cooperation within the 
framework of joint projects and events, and searched for collective ways to improve 
their functioning. Colleagues agreed to inform each other on the organized events 
and seek to conduct them on the mutual basis. 

_____________ 

On 23 March 2012 Lyudmila 
Kulikovskaya, Head of the 
Department for International 
Cooperation of PetrSU, director of 
the project, took part in a seminar for 
heads of international services of 
higher educational institutions 
‘International cooperation and 
academic mobility: benefits and 
actual problems’ held in Kazan 
Federal University. Head of the National Tempus Office in Russia Olga Oleinikova 
and the EU Representative in Russia Nicola Scaramuzzo addressed welcoming 
speeches and presented their reports. Representatives of the CIMO and British 
Council also participated in the seminar.  
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In working groups and roundtables participants discussed problems and challenges 
that universities are brought face to face with nowadays with the example of double 
diplomas, Tempus and Erasmus Mundus Programmes.  Liudmila Kulikovskaya 
shared the experience of PetrSU regarding exchange programmes with Finnish 
universities and TRIPLE I Erasmus Mundus Programme. 
In the course of the discussions university representatives paid special attention to 
the problems of legislative and fiscal character that arise in the process of 
implementation of joint educational programmes. At the end of the meeting the 
participants worked out proposals and recommendations on mitigation and 
resolution of series of important issues discussed. 

_______________ 

On 23 March 2012 Lyudmila 
Kulikovskaya, director of the project,  
the head of the Department for 
International Cooperation together with 
Anastasia Kuznetsova, coordinator of 
the project, the head of the EU 
Information Centre, took part in the 
open debate on the topic ‘Is the 
European crisis a threat to Russia?’ in 
Kazan. 
The ambassador of the European 
Union in Russia Mr. Fernando Valenzuela and the Rector of Kazan Federal 
University Dr. Ilshat Gafurov welcomed the participants of the debate. 
Sergey Erofeev, Head of the International Programmes at the European University 
at Saint Petersburg, Derek Averre, Head of the Centre for Russian and Eastern 
European Research at the University of Birmingham, Markku Kangaspuro, Dmitry 
Travin, Scientific Director of the Center for the modernization at the European 
University at St. Petersburg and Linar Latypov, Vice-rector for International 
Cooperation of Kazan Federal University were speakers of the debate.  
In the first part of the debate speakers shared their opinions on the current situation 
and discussed the possible ways out. The following discussion was divided into 
several sections, namely the ‘Experience of the European modernization and 
modern Russia’, ‘Social networks and political activity of citizens’, ‘Can there be a 
Europe for everyone?’. The participants had an opportunity to select a section and 
take an active part in discussions. The debate served as a platform for fruitful 
exchange of opinions among students, lecturers and experts. 
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The project is co-financed by the European Union. The content of this 
newsletter is the sole responsibility of PetrSU and can under no circumstances 
be regarded as reflecting the position of the European Union.  
 


